
PAPER FINISHES
WHICH ONE IS BEST FOR YOU?



What is a paper finish? 

Paper finish describes the final texture or surface 
of a piece of paper or printed material. The finish 
given to a piece of paper, or card, can affect the 
look and feel of your printed materials, therefore 
making your choice in paper finish an important 
one. Your design is spot on, your message is clear, 
your print is next. So, what do you choose?  

What types of finish are there?  

At Dexterous Designs we offer many different 
types of paper finishes and each of them bring 
a totally unique look to your finished print. 
Essentially, there are four different types of 
finishes we offer; however, these can also be 
printed onto an array of different paper types. 
With our combination of different paper finishes 
and paper types, we can provide an on-going 
catalogue of printing possibilities for our clients. 
Our paper finishes include: 

• Spot UV

• Embossing

• Gold, Silver, Copper Foil Embossing

• Die-cut Creases, Shapes, Perforations and
Punched Holes
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Spot UV

Spot UV finish is a clear, glossy coating that can be applied  
on specific areas of your print. Its effect is distinctive as 
it provides a high level of contrast throughout your print 
material, whether this be business cards or brochure covers. 
This type of finish can create an eye-catching quality to your 
work, ultimately enhancing and benefiting the existing 
design. Its smooth, but tactile quality is a fantastic luxury 
option and is environmentally friendly too! 

Embossing

Embossing adds a tactile, three-dimensional finish to your 
printed material. It emphasises a particular area of a design 
by simply raising a section of your printed work; this could 
be to help emphasise a particular word, or shape that 
carries your businesses message or look. Its textured effect 
can be achieved in a simple and extremely cost-effective 
way making it a favoured option for business cards. 



Gold, Silver and Copper foiling

At Dexterous Designs we offer embossing that is coated 
with gold, silver, or copper foil. This type of finish creates a 
sophisticated, high-end quality to printed projects as the 
textured, vibrant impression of foiling adds an extra graphic 
impact. Its application process includes pressing a thin 
layer of foil onto the paper (or card’s) surface with heat and 
pressure forming a permanent bond.  

Die-cut Creases, Shapes, Perforations and Punched Holes 

Die cut crease printing is the process of cutting printed 
materials into customised, irregular shapes. This effect 
is achieved by making use of a unique cutting tool that 
is made especially for the customers desired result. It is 
processed on a particular machine that creates smooth, 
crisp edges to the printed material, these can be printed 
projects such as coasters.  

Shapes are created in a similar way but are more readily 
available as these are typically regular shapes.  

Perforating is another service we offer. This printing finish 
creates a line of small dots which is ideal for the purpose of 
signalling an area or section of printed work to be torn off.  

Finally, neatly punched holes can be printed on any printed 
project.  
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